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Kent Johnson
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	Associate Professor

Department of Logic and Philosophy of Science

3151 Social Science Plaza A

University of California, Irvine

Irvine, CA 92697-5100
	Web: http://www.lps.uci.edu/~johnsonk
Email: johnsonk@uci.edu
Phone: (949) 824-8968

Fax: (949) 824 - 8388


Areas of Specialization 

Philosophy of Linguistics, Philosophy of Psychology, Cognitive Science, Philosophy of Language

Areas of Competence 

Philosophy of Mind, Philosophy of Science, Mathematical Logic, Epistemology, Ancient Philosophy

Publications – Peer Reviewed Journal Articles

1. Forthcoming, “A Lot of Data”. Philosophy of Science. 

2. 2011, “Quantitative Realizations of Philosophy of Science: William Whewell and Statistical Methods”. Studies in History and Philosophy of Science 42, 399 – 409. 

3.  2008, “Reply to Philipona and O’Regan”, Visual Neuroscience 25:2, 221 – 224. (with Wayne Wright) 

4. 2008, “An Overview of Lexical Semantics”, Philosophy Compass 3:1, 119 – 134. 

5. 2007, “The legacy of methodological dualism”, Mind and Language 22:4, 366 – 401. 

6. 2007, “Tacit and accessible understanding of language”, Synthese 156: 253 – 279. 

7. 2006, “Colors as properties of the special sciences” (with Wayne Wright), Erkenntnis 64 139 – 168. 

8. 2006, “On the nature of reverse compositionality”. Erkenntnis 64, 37 – 60.

9. 2006, “Externalist Thoughts and the Scope of Linguistics”, in Gerhard Preyer (ed.) Protosociology 22: Contemporary Problems in Cognitive Science. 

10. 2004, “Gold’s Theorem and Cognitive Science”, Philosophy of Science 71, 571 – 592. (An earlier abbreviated version is to appear in Proceedings of the Chicago Linguistic Society.)

11. 2004, “On the Systematicity of Language and Thought” The Journal of Philosophy CI:3, 111 – 139. 

12. 2004, “From Impossible Words to Conceptual Structure: The Role of Structure and Processes in the Lexicon”, Mind and Language 19:3, 334 – 358.

13. 2004, “Tacit Belief, Semantics, and Grammar”, Linguistics and Philosophy 27, 57 – 91. 

14. 2003, “Are There Semantic Natural Kinds of Words?”, Mind and Language 18:2, 175 - 193. 

15. 2002, “Does syntax reveal semantics? A case study of complex demonstratives”, in J. Tomberlin (ed.) Philosophical Perspectives 16, 17 – 41 (with Ernie Lepore). Early version available as Rutgers Center for Cognitive Science Technical Report TR-69.

16. 1997, “Luck and Good Fortune in the Eudemian Ethics”, Ancient Philosophy, Vol. 17, pp. 85-102.

Publications – Peer Reviewed Book Chapters


1. 2009, “The Need for Explicit Inferential Methods in Linguistics”, Language and Linguistics: Emerging Trends (Cynthia R. Dreyer, ed.) New York: Nova Science, pp. 193 – 208. 

2. 2009, “On Failing to Capture Some (or Even All) of What is Communicated”, Context, Compositionality, and Semantic Value (Robert Stainton and Chris Viger, eds.) New York: Springer-Verlag, 129 – 44. 

3. 2004, “Knowledge and Semantic Competence”, I Niiniluoto, M. Sintonen and J. Wolenski (eds.) The Handbook of Epistemology, Dordrecht: Kluwer (with Ernie Lepore). 

Publications – Popular Press 

1. 2010, “Answering a Question with the Wrong Statistics”, The Work Style Magazine, #5, October 2010, p. 17.

Book Reviews, Dictionary Entries, etc.

1. 2005, Review of Paul Pietroski Events and Semantic Architecture, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews.

2. 2004, Entries for Keith Donnellan, Zelig Harris, Jerrold Katz, Terence Parsons, Brian Skyrms, Zeno Vendler. Dictionary of American Philosophers. Thommes Press.

3. 2002, “Review of David Cockburn, An introduction to the philosophy of mind”, Philosophy in Review, Vol. 22, no. 2, pp. 108-110.

4. 2002, “Review of Paul Grice, Aspects of Reason”, Australasian Journal of Philosophy 80:3, 381 – 383.

Talks

1. “A Lot of Data”, Philosophy of Science Association, Montreal, CA (11/10)

2. “Estimating the Size of a Linguistic Data Set”, ESF Exploratory Workshop on Linguistics and the Philosophy of Science, Tilburg University (6/09) [Workshop cancelled due to budgetary constraints]

3. “Analytic Methods for Linguistics”, UC San Diego (11/07)

4. “The Unbelievable Legacy of Methodological Dualism”

a. The Cognitive Science of Human Reasoning, CSU Long Beach (10/06)

b. University of Michigan Workshop in Philosophy and Linguistics (10/05)

5. “Thought and the Scope of Linguistics, 

a. Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Durham, NC (3/05)

b. Semantics Workshop, Rutgers (5/05)

6. “Gold’s Theorem and Cognitive Science”, 

a. Chicago Linguistics Society, Chicago (4/04); 

b. Society for Exact Philosophy, College Park, MD (5/04). 

7. “On the Systematicity of Language”, Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology, New Orleans (3/04)

8. “Colors as Properties of the Special Sciences,” (w/ Wayne Wright) 

a. APA Pacific Division Meeting, Pasadena, CA (3/04); 

b. Illinois Philosophical Association Conference (11/03) 

9. “Do we really understand the meanings of our sentences?” 

a. Carleton University Conference on Recent Research in Semantics, Ottawa, Canada (10/03); 

b. Society for Exact Philosophy, Simon Fraser University (5/03)

10. “Tacit knowledge, semantics, and grammar”, Eastern APA meeting, Philadelphia, PA (12/02) 

11. “Impossible words and concepts”, Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Edmonton, Alberta, CA (6/02).

12. “How systematic are language and thought?”, Society for Exact Philosophy, Washington University, St. Louis (5/02).

13. “Promise and Belnap’s branching time semantics”, Rutgers Semantics Workshop (5/02).

14. “Does syntax reveal semantics?”, Pacific APA meeting (with Ernie Lepore) (3/02)

15. “How general is language and thought?”, Midsouth Philosophy Conference (2/02)

16. “The structure of demonstratives”, Southern California Philosophy Conference (10/01)

17. “Are there semantic natural kinds of words?”, Pacific APA meeting (3/01)

18. “Tacit knowledge and grammar”, 

a. RuCCS colloquium, Rutgers University (10/00)

b. Rutgers undgraduate cognitive science club (10/00)

19. “Comments on Szabo”, Rutgers Semantics Workshop (10/00)

20. “The semantic structure of the progressive” (4/00), Rutgers linguistics club

21. “The metaphysics of the progressive”, Rutgers graduate philosophy society (10/99)

Grants 

1. 2011, Faculty Desktop Computing Initiative, UC Irvine, $1,500

2. 2010, Special Research Grant, $3,000

3. 2005, Faculty Career Development Award, UC Irvine. One academic quarter of teaching release.

4. 2005, Faculty Desktop Computing Initiative, UC Irvine, $2,500

5. 2004, Research and Graduate Studies Grant, UC Irvine, to develop a year-long course sequence in statistics (mathematical and logical foundations), $3,200

Teaching Experience 

Metalogic, Recursion Theory and Incompleteness Introduction to Logic, Critical Reasoning, Current Moral and Social Issues, Introduction to Philosophy, Philosophical Psychology, Foundations of Psycholinguistics, Philosophy of Linguistics, Probability Theory, Decision Theory, Statistics, Foundations of Measurement

Service 

· Session Chair, Association for Symbolic Logic S11

· Member, Phi Beta Kappa selection committee S11

· Equity Advisor, School of Social Sciences, W10 – S11

· Review Editor, Frontiers in Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology (F2010 – )

· Editorial Board, Philosophy of Science (2010 – )

· Member, Curriculum Board for Language Sciences/Linguistics (2009 – 2010)

· Jean-Claude Falmagne Dissertation Award Selection Committee (2009, 2010)

· Chair, LPS 2008-09

· LPS Placement Committee, 2007-09

· LPS Graduate Recruitment, 2002 – Present 

· LPS Hiring Committee, 2008 – 09

· School of Social Sciences Faculty Executive Committee (2007 – 2009)

· School of Social Sciences Linguistics Search Committee (2007 – 2008)

· School of Social Sciences Strategic Planning Committee (Spring, 2006)

· School of Social Sciences Committee on Linguistics (2004 – Present)

· Director of Undergraduate studies (2003 – 2004)

· Personnel Advancement Committee (2002)

· LPS Hiring Committee (AY 01/02, 03/04, 06/07)

· Colloquium director, LPS (2001 – 2003, 2006 – 2008)

Doctoral Committees
[Expected 5/12] Ashley Feinsinger (Philosophy, UCLA)

[Expected 5/12] Bennett Holman (LPS)

[Expected 5/12] Royce Anders (IMBS)

Predissertation Committees

6/11 Ashley Feinsinger (Philosophy, UCLA)

6/11 Bennett Holman (LPS)

5/11 Daniel Jessie (IMBS)

1/11 Royce Anders (IMBS)

4/09 Brett Bevers (LPS)

8/08 Corianne Rogalsky (Cognitive Science) 

4/08 Kenny Vaden (Cognitive Science) 

5/08 Lisa Ann Barker (Chemistry)

12/07 Jordan Stein (LPS) 

8/07 John Rapalino (LPS)

8/07 Brendan Purdy (IMBS)

12/06 Nathan Westbrook (IMBS)

Doctoral Candidacy Committees
3/10 Alicia Lloro (Economics) [Advancement]

3/10 David Licata (Economics) [Advancement]

3/10 Ryan Baranowski (Economics) [Advancement]

3/10 Austin Frazer (Economics) [Advancement]

3/10 George Saioc (Economics) [Advancement]

5/09 Wesley Oliphant (Economics) [Advancement]

5/09 Phillip Li (Economics)  [Advancement]

Employment

2011 – Present, Member, Institute for Mathematical Behavioral Sciences

2006 – Present, Associate Professor, Dept. of Logic and Philosophy of Science, UC Irvine.

2001 – 2006, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Logic and Philosophy of Science, UC Irvine. 

Education

2001, Ph.D., Philosophy, Department of Philosophy, Rutgers University. (Dissertation: Knowledge of Word-Meaning; Ernest Lepore (chair))

2001, Certificate in Cognitive Science, Rutgers University.

1996, M.A., Philosophy, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida (MA thesis: Aristotle’s Ethical Methodology).

1994, B.A., Philosophy and Ancient Languages, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN.

Referee for: Oxford University Press, Mind, Mind and Language, Linguistics and Philosophy, American Philosophical Quarterly, Philosophical Psychology, Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, Computational Intelligence, Cognition, Journal of Philosophical Logic, Hackett Publications, Philosophy of Science, Society for Philosophy and Psychology, British Journal for the Philosophy of Science
Languages

Ancient Greek, Latin

Awards/Honor Societies

Phi Beta Kappa

Eta Sigma Phi (Classics Honor Society)

1996 - 1999, Rutgers University Excellence Fellowship

1998, 2000 Rutgers Center for Cognitive Science Fellowship
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